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The Ogobagna Festival is an annual cultural event in Bamako, Mali, celebrating the rich heritage of the Dogon
people. Scheduled end of january untill beginning of february, at the Place du Cinquantenaire, this festival offers
a vibrant array of traditional activities and performances.

Experience the mesmerizing Dogon mask dances, a sacred tradition showcasing intricate wooden masks that
symbolize the connection between heaven and earth. Watch performers bring mythology to life in this

captivating display of art and storytelling.

Immerse yourself in the rich heritage of the Dogon people with exhibitions of stunning art, crafts, and traditional

practices. Discover the stories and craftsmanship behind each piece. There is plenty of oppertunity to also get
hands-on with Malian culture through interactive workshops, including bogolan [mud cloth) dyeing. Don’t miss
the enchanting traditional puppet shows that captivate all ages.

Feel the rhythm of Mali! Enjoy live performances by renowned Malian and African musicians blending traditional
and modern sounds for an unforgettable musical experience. Then go and treat your taste buds to authentic
Malian dishes at the festival’s culinary stands. From sizzling barbecues to traditional delicacies, savor the flavors
of West Africa.
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Welcome to Malil Upon arrival in Bamako, transfer to After breakfast, we depart for Ségou, known as the
your hotel and enjoy the evening at leisure as you "Cité des Balanzan." We will visit a millet beer brewery,
prepare for the cultural adventure ahead. a traditional pottery workshop, the colonial district, and
the port. Then we will return to Bamako in time for
more Ogobagna Festival celebrations. Food stands offer
visitors the chance to taste authentic Malian cuisine,
including dishes like:

o T0 (a millet-based dish]

e (rilled meats and stews

o And of course, local drinks like millet beer

Start your day with a delicious breakfast, then explore
the vibrant festival square, discovering cultural
exhibitions and activities. In de afternoon we return to
the hotel to relax and prepare for the festival’s grand
opening. We will enjoy dinner at a local restaurant
before heading to the festival square for the Opening
Ceremony. The festival begins with an elaborate

opening ceremony attended by Mali’s highest Enjoy a leisurely breakfast and relax at the hotel.For
authorities, traditional leaders, and participants from lunch we will explore another local restaurant and
around the country and beyond. This marks the official prepare for an exciting evening as we will experience
start of the festivities with speeches, performances, another magical night of Ogobagna festivities. Visitors
and ceremonial rituals. can engage in hands-on workshops, such as: learning

the art of bogolan dyeing or participating in traditional
dance lessons or watching puppet shows, which are a
beloved storytelling tradition in Mali.

In the morning, we will visit Bamako’s bustling Big
Market, the Craft Market, and the National Museum,
offering insights into Malian art, history, and culture.

Then we enjoy lunch at a local restaurant and return to After breakfast we travel to Siby, a historically

the hotel to unwind and get ready for another long significant village of the Manding Empire. In Siby we
evening at the festival. As soon as the evening sets it will explore the Kamandjan Arch and visit nearby

is time again to immerse yourself in the festival’s villages for a glimpse into local lite. When we are done,
dynamic performances and cultural showcases. Live we return to Bamako to continue enjoying the evening
performances by renowned Malian musicians and at the festival. One of the most captivating aspects of
bands are a major highlight. The music blends the Ogobagna Festival is the performance of Dogon
traditional Dogon sounds with contemporary African mask dances, where dancers wear intricately carved
rhythms, creating a dynamic and joyful atmosphere. wooden masks. These masks represent mythical

figures, animals, and spiritual beings, telling stories and
expressing connections between heaven and earth.
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After we enjoyed our breakfast, we will visit sand
workers and learn about their trade, a fascinating
aspect of Malian life.We spend the afternoon relaxing
at the hotel before heading to a local restaurant for
dinner and joinging the vibrant festival atmosphere
where storytellers narrate ancient Dogon legends,
myths, and folk tales, preserving the oral traditions of
the community. The festival square is once again
transformed into a lively hub showcasing traditional
Dogon art and crafts, including textiles, carvings, and
pottery. There are displays of ancient tools and
artifacts reflecting the Dogon way of life and
demonstrations of traditional practices like bogolan
[mud-cloth dyeing).

Today we relax and explore at your leisure, making the
most of your final day in Bamako. Join us when the
festival concludes with a grand finale featuring musical
performances, traditional dances, and communal
celebrations. This final night embodies the spirit of
unity and joy that defines the Ogobagna Festival.

— Expedition leader
— Local guides [in Spanish or English]
— Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Depending on your deprture time, you have the — 4x4 transportations
morning free in Bamako. At the agreed time: Transfer — Airport transfers

to the airport for your flight home, surly filled with — Accommaodation in hotel
unforgettable memories of Mali’s culture and — Access to the festival

hospitality. — Tourist taxes and permits
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