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Welcome to the heart of West Africa, where ancient traditions and spiritual practices come alive in one of the
world’s most unique and vibrant cultural events—the Voodoo Festival in Benin. Held annually on January 10th,
this remarkable celebration takes place in Ouidah, a historic coastal city known as the cradle of Voodoo. This
festival offers travelers a rare and immersive glimpse into the sacred rituals, colorful ceremonies, and profound
spirituality of Voodoo, an indigenous religion that has shaped the culture and identity of Benin for centuries.

Whether you're a curious adventurer, a culture enthusiast, or a spiritual seeker, the Voodoo Festival invites you
to witness the deep-rooted traditions that honor the spirits of ancestors and nature. From the rhythmic beats of
traditional drums to the captivating dances and ceremonial offerings, every aspect of the festival is filled with
energy, mystery, and meaning.

As you journey through this vibrant experience, you'll encounter followers of Voodoo dressed in elaborate
costumes, witness trance-like rituals, and visit sacred sites such as the Temple of Pythons. This is a celebration
of community, faith, and connection to the natural world—an unforgettable opportunity to discover the spiritual
heart of Benin.

Prepare to embark on a cultural adventure like no other at the Voodoo Festival, where tradition and modern life
blend seamlessly to create an experience that’s both transformative and awe-inspiring.
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Arrive in Cotonou, the capital city of Benin. Depending
on your flight time arrival we will spend the afternoon
exploring Cotonou’s attractions, such as the Dantokpa
market or the Fidjerosse beach. We will have dinner

together, and if energy allowes celebrate the new year.
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From Cotonou we will travel north where we will take a
motor canoe to Ganvié, the famous African Venice. The
town of Ganvié (a UNESCO World Heritage Site] is a
lakeside town of 60,000 inhabitants, founded in the
16th century as a refuge for the Tofi ethnic group, who
thus avoided being enslaved. It is fascinating to walk

along the canals and see the daily life of its inhabitants.

First we will walk through the capital of Benin, Porto
Novo, getting lost in history everywhere, highlighting
its great variety of buildings and visiting the churches,
mosques, voodoo temples and French colonial houses.
After the visit, we will head north to the village of
Onigbold, where one of the most fascinating ethnic
groups in Benin is found. We will talk about the Holj,
also called lje, a people of traditional African religions
who have maintained, to this day, the tradition of
tattooing and body scarification. We will visit the fields
to discover the Holi villages and their inhabitants. We
will be able to enjoy a world of ancestral tradition that,
in this part of Africa, has been preserved from Western
influences. and visit to Ketou one of the first Yoruba
cities in Benin. Later arrival at Cové where we will stay
in a tent and where we will watch an Engungun
ceremony.

In the morning we will attend the Gelede mask
ceremony and enjoy their dances with them. Then we
will head to the nomadic village where we will take an
excursion to the Agonlin hills, where the Fon Agonlin,
animist farmers, and the Fulani, the quintessential
nomadic people of Africa, live. We will share moments
with its inhabitants and visit one of the Fula nomadic
camps to learn about their way of life marked by
livestock, transhumance and the cult of the beauty of
men and women: hairstyles, hats, tattoos, a fascinating
people. We will sleep in our tents.

After breakfast we depart to Tanika village. Arrival in
the afternoon with a visit to its high-architecture
houses that are protected by large figures representing
the spirit of the ancestors and the animals killed during
ceremonies. It is one of the best preserved places in
West Africa. We will take a walk to [earn about their
culture and admire this village and its architecture. We
will sleep in our tents.

We will have to cross the border of Togo to reach the
Tata Somba, especially the Tamberman of Togo, who is
the best of all the Tatas in the area. It will be a day of
exploration, mixing with the indigenous population: the
Tamberman or Tata Somba, from the other side of the
Atakora [mountain chain that separates Togo and
Benin) to the border of Togo. Their houses are
protected by large figures that represent the spirit of
the ancestors and the animals killed during the
ceremonies.
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Winding through lush savannahs and rolling hills, the
road passes traditional Tata Somba houses, which
stand as architectural marvels with their fortress-like
structures. Along the way, vibrant villages dot the
landscape, where local markets bustle with life, selling
crafts, produce, and colorful fabrics. The trip is an
immersive experience of rural Benin, leading to the
lively town of Djougou, where we will visit the market
before we head to the hotel.
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As we |eave the savannahs and hills of the north, the
terrain gradually transitions into lush forests and fertile
plains, with roadside markets and vibrant villages
offering local crafts and fresh produce along the way.
The drive passes through bustling towns like Bohicon,
which serves as a gateway to the UNESCO-listed Royal
Palaces of Abomey. Upon arrival in Abomey we will
proceed to the hotel.

In the morning, we will visit Abomey, the ancient
capital of the kingdom of Dahomey. Then we continue
the route to the south. Our first stop is the fishing
village of Bopa where an old man lives who specializes
in traditional medicine and is the guardian of the god
Shango (god of thunder]. In the animist neighborhood
where the ‘temple’ is located, rituals and dances are
usually organized to invoke the ancestors and thank
them for the good harvests, the fishing or the absence
of serious problems in the community. After the visit
we continue the drive to Grand Popo, where we will
settle in the hotel.

After breakfast we head to Ouidah. where we will settle
in the Guest house ile ife hotel, and begin connecting
with the Voodoo festival. A day fulll of many surprises.

We will spend a very special day experiencing the most
impressive Voodoo Festival. Voodoo, from the Creole
French voudou, in turn, from the Ewe vodu spirit, is a
religion originating in West Africa, where it is still
practiced today by members of the Ewe, Kabye, Mina
and Fonde ethnic groups in Togo and Benin. Voodoo is
also known as the variant that originated from the
syncretism that occurred in the Caribbean area
between the beliefs held by slaves transported from
West Africa and the Catholic Christian religion practiced
mainly in those lands. In the Caribbean variant, it is a
synthesis of a theistic religion with an animistic
system, provided with a strong magical component.
Due to its direct link with Neolithic cosmology and
belief systems, its study is of great interest in the field
of paleoanthropology. Voodoo is among the oldest
religions in the world. The slave trade to America
produced a strong phenomenon of syncretism between
this complex and well-schematized Yoruba mythology
together with those of other African cultures and
Christian beliefs, as well as with the native religions of
the places where the slaves were transported. From
here emerged Haitian voodoo and a large number of
derivatives: Regla de Ocha or Santeria in Cuba, Santeria
in the Dominican Republic, Candomblé, Macumba,
Umbanda, Tambor de Mina and Quimbanda in Brazil, as
well as other Africanist manifestations in Colombig,
Puerto Rico and other countries in the Caribbean and
South America. What we will experience cannot be
described. At the end, we will spend the night at the
Guest House lle Ife hotel.
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After breakfast, we begin our route to Cotonou, the
economic capital. Arrival in Cotonou with
accommodation at the Du Lac hotel. We will rest by the
pool at the hotel until the afternoon for the last walk
and return to the hotel until the time of departure for
the airport and take our return flight. If you'd like to
stay one more night, the airport transfer will be
arranged for you the following day.

— Expedition leader
— Local guides [in Spanish or English]
— Breakfast, lunch and dinner

— 4x4 transportations

— Airport transfers

— Accommodations and camps

— All tribal rituals and dances

— Living with the tribes

— Tourist taxes and permits
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